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proficiency. These provisions apply to four lan-
guage groups: Americans Indians, Asian
Americans, Alaskan Natives, and those of
Spanish heritage. A community with one of
these language groups will qualify for lan-
guage assistance if (1) more than 50 percent
of the voting-age citizens in a jurisdiction be-
long to a single language minority community
and have limited English proficiency (LEP);
OR (2) more than 10,000 voting-age citizens
in a jurisdiction belong to a single language
minority. community and are LEP; AND (3) the
illiteracy rate of the citizens in the language
minority is higher than the national illiteracy
rate.

Section 203 requires that registration and
voting materials for all elections must be pro-
vided in the minority language as well as in
English. Oral translation during all phases of
the voting process, from voter registration
clerks to poll workers, also is required. Juris-
dictions are permitted to target their language
assistance to specific voting precincts or
areas.

There are currently a total of 466 local juris-
dictions across 31 states that are required to
provide language assistance nationwide. Of
this total: 102 must assist Native Americans or
Alaskan Natives across 18 states; 17 local ju-
risdictions in seven states must assist Asian
language speakers and; 382 local jurisdictions
in 20 states must assist speakers of Spanish.
The total of these figures exceeds 466 be-
cause 57 of these Section 203 jurisdictions
across 13 states must offer assistance in mul-
tiple languages.

There is a great misconception that section
203 is not needed because voters must be
citizens, who are required to. speak English.
While this is true, such citizens still may not
be sufficiently fluent to participate fully in the
voting process without this much-needed as-
sistance. In addition, there are many other citi-
zens, the majarity of whom are Latinos and
Native Americans, who were barn in the
United States but have had litle or no edu-
cation and/or are limited English proficient.
The failure of certain jurisdictions to provide
adequate education to non-English speaking
minorities is well documented in legal deci-
sions and in quantitative studies of educational
achievement for Latinos and Native Ameri-
cans. Before the language assistance provi-
sions were added to the Voting Rights Act in
1975, many Spanish-speaking United States
citizens did not register to vote because they
could not read the election material and could
not communicate with poll workers. Language
assistance has encouraged these and other
citizens of different language minority groups
to register and vote and participate mare fully
in the political process which is healthy far our
democracy.

Mr. Chairman, it should be stressed that
language assistance is not costly. According
to two separate Government Accounting Office
studies, as well as independent research con-
ducted by academic scholars, when imple-
mented properly language assistance ac-
counts only for a small fraction of total election
costs. The most recent studies show that com-
pliance with Section 203 accounts for approxi-
mately 5 percent of total election costs.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, language assistance
works. To cite one example, in 2003 in Harris
County, Texas, officials did not provide lan-
guage assistance for Vietnamese citizens.
This prompted the Department of Justice to in-
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tervene and, as a result, voter turnout doubled
and a local Vietnamese citizen was elected to
a local legislative position. Another example:
implementation of language assistance in New
York City had enabled more than 100,000
Asian-Americans not fluent in English to vote.
In 2001, John Liu was elected to the New
York City Council, becoming the first Asian-
American elected to a major legislative posi-
tion in the city with the nation’s largest Asian-
American population.
CONCLUSION

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, represents
our country and this Congress at its best be-
cause it matches our words to deeds, our ac-
tions to our values. And, as is usually the
case, when America acts consistent with its
highest values, success follows. | urge my col-
league to vote for the bill and reject all amend-
ments.

———
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Coral Childs for her tireless efforts to
enhance technology in the classroom.

Coral Childs has worked tirelessly to further
her vision of providing every student in Amer-
ica with access to computers in their schools.
Through the Computers for Learning program,
CFL, Coral and her team are turning her vi-
sion into a reality, matching these “needy”
schools with a donor, either a government
agency or a member of the private sector, and
giving young students access to the tools they
need to prepare themselves to compete in the
new economy. The CFL program helped bring
to life an executive order that encouraged gov-
ernment agencies to donate computers and
equipment to schools.

The General Services Administration took
ownership of CFL in late 1999. It was at this
time that Coral began her work with the pro-
gram. Under her leadership over the next 5
years, CFL helped transfer more than 118,000
computers and related equipment to over
12,000 needy schools. Coral played a signifi-
cant role in both the marketing and outreach
for the program, but her active involvement
with  the CFL’'s website cannot go
unmentioned. Due to her remarkable compas-
sion for the public and her dedication to the
cause, the website is a place where agencies
can instantly access pertinent information
about needy schools. A key innovation to the
program that Coral brought to CFL was to ex-
pand potential donors from government agen-
cies to donors from the private sector includ-
ing corporations and individuals.

Coral's achievements with CFL helped pro-
pel her to a new position within the General
Services Administration. She no longer plays a
daily role in the Computers for Learning pro-
gram, but its success would not exist without
the key part she played in the program’s initia-
tives and implementation.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Coral
Childs. Her dedication to distributing com-
puters and related equipment to needy
schools has greatly enhanced the educational
experience of countless children. | applaud her
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efforts and wish her the best in her future en-
deavors.

———
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TON, TX, ON ITS 130TH BIRTH-
DAY

HON. JOE BARTON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 17, 2006

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
July 19, 1876, the United States was still cele-
brating its centennial as Engine No. 20 rolled
down the freshly laid tracks of the Texas and
Pacific Railroad built to extend rail service
west from Dallas. The railroad had hired fron-
tier surveyor and Presbyterian minister An-
drew Hayter to locate and lay out a 1-square-
mile township as a wood and water stop mid-
way between Dallas and Fort Worth. Entre-
preneur James Ditto immediately established
a general store in the center of the new town,
which had quickly become a shipping point for
local cotton farmers and merchants. Hayter
and Ditto named the town Arlington in honor
of General Robert E. Lee’s home in Virginia,
and Ditto became the town’s first postmaster.

Today, Arlington is the 49th largest city in
the United States with a population of more
than 360,000 people. It is home to a major
General Motors assembly plant, a National
Semiconductor wafer plant, a number of For-
tune 500 facilities, the fastest growing univer-
sity in Texas—the University of Texas at Ar-
lington—and an entertainment complex that is
one of the top tourist destinations in the coun-
try. The original Six Flags amusement park,
Hurricane Harbor water park, and the Texas
Rangers Baseball Club are located there. And
in 2009, when the new stadium is completed,
it will become the new home of the Dallas
Cowboys football team.

Arlington is and has always been one of the
best places in Texas to live, work, and play,
to get a quality education and to start a new
business. Recent surveys tell us that Arlington
is also one of the fittest cities of its size in the
Nation, as well as one of the best educated.

As the representative to Congress from Ar-
lington, TX, | want to join the citizens of this
great city in celebrating its 130th birthday, rec-
ognize the city for its outstanding achieve-
ments over the past 130 years, and pray
God’s blessings on its people for the next 130
years.

———————
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Donald E. Wilson, M.D, MACP, who is
retiring as dean of the University of Maryland
School of Medicine and vice president of Med-
ical Affairs for the University of Maryland.

Dean Donald E. Wilson has transformed the
landscape of American medicine and medical
education at the University of Maryland. In
1991, when Dr. Wilson was appointed dean of
the University of Maryland School of Medicine,
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